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The contemporary Chinese ecopoetry was born in Taiwan in the 60s which was
the result of the triple crisis: the ecocrisis, the spiritual crisis and the poetry crisis.,
Although the ecopoetry in mainland of China started late and was developed in the
90's, in recent years there has been a flourishing trend of ecological poetry creation,
which has also attracted an increasing number of reviews and researches. However,
the contemporary Chinese ecological thoughts are far from mature, the researches and
the theories of the ecopoetry are not so natural and systematic, and people do not have
enough experience in ecopoetry creation yet. Nowadays although Chinese ecopoetry
has been "clustered quietly", it still cannot enter the mainstream literature.
The reason why this thesis use western ecocriticism to illustrate the contemporary
Chinese ecopoetry is that: Firstly, the ecocriticism should not fall behind given the
prosperity of the ecopoetry; Secondly, among the numerous Chinese ecopoetry
comments, the academic ones are still in a small number. At the same time, the
Chinese ecocriticism does not have its own system, and almost all the existing
theories are derived from the western ecocriticism, which have reached their maturity
and abundance, forming several systematic systems; Thirdly, given the situation that
the worldwide ecopoetry and related research has been gradually taking shape
nowadays, the study of the Chinese ecopoetry is badly in need of kinds of "nutrients"
— — the western and the traditional Chinese ecological thoughts, the western
systematized ecopoetic theories, the unique style of Chinese ecopoetry creation and its
appreciation, ,the eco-aesthetic or ecological philosophy which integrates Chinese
theories with Western theories and so on.
This thesis studies contemporary Chinese ecopoems and ecopoets, picking out
more than 200 ecopoems in three major collection of contemporary Chinese ecopoetry,
and analyses about 100 of them. All the selected poems have obvious or profound
ecological thoughts, which can be explained by western ecocriticism. Most western
ecocriticism (part of which are in English) cited in this thesis are translated in person,
the analysis of the object also references the methodology of western ecopoetry
criticised by western ecocriticism. In addition, the comments on Chinese poetry and
the Chinese eco-aesthetic thoughts (especially the inter-subjectivity aesthetic) also















Based on concrete analysis of the text, this thesis illustrated the relationship
between the ecopoetry and the ecological thoughts, that is, to analyze the ecopoetry
using ecological thoughts and vice versa. This thesis also seeks to explore new issues
such as the peak of aesthetic experience, the ecological appreciation of the ugliness,
the tragedy of spiritual ecology, the spirit of the tragedy, the ecological reconstruction
from the women’s and children’s perspective and so on. This thesis also explores how
the ecopoetry express its ecological thoughts from the perspective of poetic art. A
unique feature of this thesis is the concentration on the combination of “ecology”and
“poetry”, which differs from the former studies that only focused on the ecopoetry’s
thoughts rather than its own poetic form, language, skills, emotion and so on.
This thesis sticks to the ecological holism in the first place, which include the
earth ethics, the deep ecology, and “the conception of a simple life” etc. The
ecological theories for criticism come from western ecological philosophy, ecology
and eco-sociological theory. Some other discussions relate to ecological economics,
ecological theory of urban planning and other fields.
This thesis first reviews the history of ecopoetry criticism, then defines the
ecopoetry. The ecological holism of Chinese ecopoetry is the primary focus in the text.
The thesis also exploits the criticism proposed by the ecopoetry against the original
thoughts which result in ecocrisis, from a perspetive of criticalness which best reflects
the ecopoetry’s value. The text reveals the ecoportry’s significance for the returning to
Nature and the ecological reconstruction, and evaluates the the reappearance of the
eco-tragedy and the spiritual ecology’s tragedy under the angle of tragic art and the
ecocriticism.
This thesis can be regard as the first systematic academic research both domestic
and abroad that specifically focuses on Chinese ecopoetry, and is also the first
voluminous dissertation in which the ecopoetry and the ecological thought are
illustrated by each other, combining the ecological thoughts and the poetic art. Its
systematicness is mainly embodied in illuminating the main views of ecological holism,
and the major critical theories on topics with the text analysis ,and in other hierarchical,
structured exposition in ideological connotation and aesthetic characteristics of the
ecopoetry.
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